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LETTERS OF PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND "LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE." 

(Concluded from page 125.) 

private. 

Washington City 

January 13th 1860 [1861] 
Hon. John Trimble 

My dear Sir 

Your letter of the 27th ult was received a few days since 

and was read with pleasure & interest and would have been 

answered sooner; but for the great press upon me at 

this time mentally and physically?And now write for the 

purpose of tendering to you my sincere thanks for such 

a letter ; for under the circumstances I needed just such 

a letter?While I was gratified to know that the views 

taken and the doctrines laid down in my speech met the 

approbation of one esteemed so highly for talent and ster 

ling integrity it was encouraging to press on the cause of 

right and if possible thereby to save the Govmt from 

Treason and disruption?I repeat I was more than gratified 
to recieve words of encourgment from such a source? 

There has been an attempt here as in So' Ca' to get up a 

reign of terror like that in Charleston, for the purpose of 

silencing the timid and to carry the hesitating along with 

them, and have here as well as there succeeded to some 

eirtent. I think the true policy for Tennessee to persue is, 
not to be committed to any moves that are now making? 
There is no good reason why we should act in such haste? 

Tennessee had better stay where she is until she can see 

very clearly where she can do better?If there is a conven 

tion called by the Legislature let it be put off to the latest 

period so that the people can have time to understand the 

whole question and the follies of So' Ca' can be made fully 
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manifest?I do not see why there should be any Convention 

at all at present?The States which have seceeded would not 

wait to consult the other States, and we should now have 

the full benefit of their future proceedings. 

My opinion is that if Tennessee will stand firm that in 

the end she can and will act a very important part in 

bringing back the seceding states into the Confederacy, in 

stead of being dragged out of the Union or drawn into a 

Southern Confederacy by them. I think and am satisfied 

that, if the middle states will remain in union that they 
can obtain any reasonable guarantee they may demand from 

the northern states which will protect and secure slave 

property in the border states, which would be much better 

than being separated into two hostile powers and that hos 

tility resulting from the instutution of Slavery?It would in 

fact be moving Canada down to our northern border with 

the difference of one being friendly and the other hostile? 

It will be as hard for the border states to agree with So' 

Ca' (and the gulf states as they are 
called) upon a form ot 

Govmt as it would be with the northern States. And it 

this doctrine of secession is to become a fixed principle in 

any Govmt which may be organized including So' Ca'?It 

would hardly be six weeks before some of them would be 

for withdrawing again?I do not see what we are to gain by 
the operation except it is to be involved in the quarrels ot 

So' Ca' and to incur the inormus expense of building an 

other Govmt, Navy, Army &c. I can see no good reason 

why the state should be now involved in buying large 
amount of arms?The Geni Govmt is not going to make 

war upon Tennessee nor no other state?unless we intend 

to join So' Ca' in making war upon the Geni Govmt which 

I hope we are not prepared to do?However this matter 

which must be determined by future developments?If 
Tennessee will stay where she is, that is in the Union there 

will be no necessity to run the state in debt as some of the 

states have been doing?South Carolina now begins to feel 

the wait of her folly with debt created in a few weeks of 
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nearly a million and a half of dollars?The federal Govmt 

does not intend to make war upon So' Ca' but she seems 

determined to make war upon the Govmt and in fact has 

done so in seizing the public property and in firing upon 
the " Star West" while sailing under the flag of the U. S. 

I hope that Tenn will keep out of the present move until 

she can see and understand what course she ought to take. 

I must be candid and speak of the move as believe it 

ought to be spoken of?The ostensible object is to obtain 

protection in regard to slave property?This is in my 

opinion a pretext and not the real design. The intention is 

to disrupt the Govmt and then to form one in the South as 

far removed from the people as they can get it?There is 

not merely a conspiracy on foot against the existing Govm't ; 
but the liberty of the great mass of the people?Treason is 

rife in the land and the Country full of Traitors?They are 

moving heaven and earth to carry the country before there 

is time for reflection by arousing their apprehensions in 

reference to slave property. If we were in a Southern Con 

federacy now Tennessee would have her own slave property 
to protect none of the states south of her would have it do, 
So as to the protection of slave property we have that to do 

our selves either in a Northern or Southern Confederacy. 
Then what are we to gain by precipitating Tennessee out 

of the Union without knowing where we are going or 

what we are going to do?I do hope that Tennessee may 
be kept out of this treasonable revolutionary move and 

when she does move let her steps be guided by wisdom, 

discretion, and moderation. As to all the effigy burning 
and rabble denunciations I care not, or the abuse of a sub 

sidized and mendacious press, neither the one or the other 

will draw me from a discharge of my duty?I feel and 

believe that the best Govmt in the world is in the most 

iminent peril, that traitors are trying to overthrow it, and 

God being willing, to the utmost of my ability I intend to 

expose and rebuke the vile miscreants who are engaged in 

the nefarious work?I merely sit down to acknowledge the 

vol. xxvi.?18 
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receipt of your very welcome letter and hope you will 

pardon this incoherent scrawl. 

The speeches you mentioned in your letter have been 

sent. I thank you for your kind offer, all they will cost 

will be your trouble of distribution? 

May God and the people save the Country?for I fear 

Congress will not. 

You will please accept 
assurances of my high esteem 

and sincere regard 
Andrew Johnson.1 

Home, Tenn. 

Nov. 24th 1878. 

Mr. George W. Childs, 
Dear Sir, 

It will" afford me great pleasure to furnish you with a 

letter of my dear Father to bind with your letters of Presi 

dents. All family letters were lost or destroyed during the 

late war. 

At an early day I will look over all I have in my posses 
sion and make enquiry among old friends and if I find one 

I think suitable I will forward at once. 

Very Respectfully 
Martha J. Patterson.2 

Head Quarters, Department of the Tn. 

Vicksburg Miss. July 14tb 1863 

Surgeon J. Moore, 
Medical Director. 

Sir, 
Gen. Smith, C. S. A. complains that the prisoners in 

hospitals, in many cases have not received proper supplies 
of either medicine or food. In some cases the sick have 

only had hard bread and pork although requisitions have 

been sent to the Medical Purveyor for articles required. 
I wish you would have this matter enquired into as soon 

1 
Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

2 Ibid. 
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as possible and have everything necessary for the health and 

comfort of those confined in hospital supplied. 
Let me know the facts about those supplies being fur 

nished as soon as you can. 

Very Respectfully 
U. S. Grant.1 

Maj. Gen. 

Executive Mansion 

April 18th 1870 

My dear Mrs. Childs 

Your kind invitation is a great temptation for me but one 

I shall have to resist having so much to do just now at 

home?attending to the summer shopping for the chil 

dren &c. 

Please present my regards to Mr. Childs & thank him 

for the fine photograph of Mr. Borie?it is indeed very fine 

& I prize it highly. 
All join me in regards to yourself & Mr. Childs. 

I will close with the hope of an early meeting at Long 
Branch. 

Yours truly 
Julia D. Grant.2 

Jersey City, N. J., 

Oct. 28, 1879. 

To Hon. G. W. Childs, 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Sir : 

It gives me great pleasure to heartily thank you for your 

agreeable letter. I hope my son will ever so act during the 

remainder of his life as to command the respect of the 

people and win the love of all of his acquaintances. 
I promise to myself much pleasure from the reading of 

the very attractive volume which you were so good as to 

1 
Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

2 
Ibid. 
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send to me?it came to me in perfect order, and for the 

beautiful book I would thank you with much emphasis. 
With great respect, 

Your Friend, 
Hannah Grant 

Spiegel Grove 

Fremont, O. 

25 Nov. 1882 
My Dear Sir : 

Your kind invitation for this evening came during my 
absence from home, or it would have received an earlier 

reply. 
I would like very much to attend a meeting of the Satur 

day Club, and my regret is more than the usual formality, 
that I can't do so. 

With thanks and best wishes 

Sincerely 
R. B. Hayes 

x 

Mr. A. J. Drexel 

Phila. 

Executive Mansion, 

Washington. 

My dear Mrs. Mohun,? 

This morning as I passed through the Conservatory the 

bright blooming plants seemed to say, Send us to cheer the 

sick room with our freshness and fragrance, and so, asking 

you to accept them as an evidence of my true friendship 
and sympathy, I send them. 

Sincerely 
Lucy W. Hayes.2 

Washington Jan. 30, 1865 

Dear Sir 

Your favor of the 28th is received. I thank you for your 
kind expressions concerning me and my efforts in public 

life, and I particularly thank you for your noble course 

1 
Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 2 Ibid. 
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towards my dear old chief, Gen. Rosecrans. I regard his 

case as standing almost alone in military history?Is there 

another example of a General who made three great and 

successful campaigns?and at the end of each was removed 

by his government and sent into Exile ? He is now at his 

home?Yellow Springs, Greene Co., Ohio?where he will 

be pleased I have no doubt to receive from you any word ot 

recognition and kindness? 

I shall, in a few days, introduce a resolution, directing 
the Committee on the Conduct of the War, to investigate 
and report upon Gen. R's campaigns?beginning with that 

in Western Va.?where he outgeneraled and expelled Lee 

from the territory. Indeed Gen. R. may strictly be said to 

be the only man that has completely beaten Lee in a 

campaign? 
Enclosed please find a speech which I delivered on the 

Constitutional amendment to abolish Slavery?I also send 

you a Globe containing a short speech I made last week on 

admitting Heads of Departments to the floor of the House. 

I beg to apologize for my speeches as not having the 

ornate character of elaborately prepared addresses. They 
are all made as the current of debate dictated?and not 

written. 

Very Truly Yours 

J. A. Garfield l 

Dear Mrs. Childs 

Accept our thanks for your lovely flowers. Each hour 

my heart is touched with some expression of the tenderness 

felt for our poor suffering man, and my 
" faith" and " 

hope" 
are sustained by this great loving kindness. Present our 

kindest regards to Mr. Childs. 

Very Sincerely 
Yours 

Lucretia R. Garfield.2 

Thursday P.M., 

Sept. 8th 1881. 

1 
Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

2 
Ibid. 
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Executive Mansion 

Washington 

February 18, 1882. 

My dear Mr. Childs: 

I beg to thank you for your kind letter of the 6th instant, 
and for a copy of the Ledger containing an article which I 

have read with much interest. 

Very faithfully yours, 
Chester A. Arthur.1 

George W. Childs Esq. 

Executive Mansion 

Washington 

April 2d 1890 

My dear Sir 

I am very much obliged to you for placing in my posses 
sion the old letter of my kinsman Benjamin Harrison Jr., 
of Berkley Va. It is an interesting family relic. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 
Benj. Harrison.2 

To Ferdinand J. Dreer Esq. 

Executive Mansion 

Washington 

May 29th 1889 

My dear Miss Schropp. 

Your " Moravian Rag Baby" came in this morning's 
mail. I cannot thank you enough for the loving and kind 

thoughts that prompted the sending of it to our dear Grand 

Child. He took to it very kindly?although he is a boy? 
for the first thing I saw this morning after I returned from 

my breakfast was Benjamin carrying it around. 

These children are very dear to us, and Benjamin being 
named for his Grandpa, and also looking very much like 

the President, he has a very warm place in our hearts. 

1 
Dreer Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

2 
Ibid. 
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Any thing done for his comfort and happiness, draws the 

giver very near us. With many thanks for your thoughtful 

kindness, 
I am truly, 

Caroline Scott Harrison. 

Miss Ruth C. Schropp, 
Bethlehem, Penna. 
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